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Agenda

1. theoretical introduction

the term of urban conflict

actors involved

NIMBY conflicts

positive and negative outcomes of urban conflicts
2. urban conflicts in Warsaw — general characteristics

3. examples of urban conflicts- Warsaw case study
advertising space

communication — an example of the Eastern orbital motorway of Warsaw
for symbolic space — the case of the Palace of Culture and Science

location of public institutions — an example of the Centre for Drug Addicted at the
Prague Hospital(typical NIMBY)

green areas in the city



Urban conflicts - toward a definition

,game of a city”

,the social process between individuals, groups, classes or organizations, resulting
from the conflict of their interests, goals, intentions, views, motivations or duties,
causing hostility between them”

"a special type of social conflict, because the city is at the same time the object and
the area of the conflict situation (the struggle takes place in the city and for the

CL.tZ"




,0ame of the city” - actors involved

-

Local authority

\
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Opposition politicians

\
D

Local and global business (especially: from the real estate market)

\
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NGOs, church organisations

\
Ve

/\

Inhabitants of a city

\
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Urban movements

\
Vs

/\

Central goverment

.
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NIMBY

,Not In My Backyard”

a situation in which construction plans in a given
location are met with protest by local residents

despite the general support for the investment

e.g. landfill, sewage treatment plant, nuclear power
plant, highway, drug addiction healing centre




Are urban conflicts always bad?

Positive consequences of conflicts

e identification of the most important problems
of a given community

e atool to solve local problems or meet the
needs of residents

e "leader-forming" and "community-forming"
functions (organizing local communities)

e raising the level of civic awareness among
residents,

e activating residents
e media coverage of a social problems

Negative consequences of conflicts

e violation of social order

e increased tension and strengthening of
divisions in the local community

e risk of hindering communication and
cooperation in the community
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Tabela 2. Liczba publikacji poswieconych konfliktom przestrzennym w Warszawie w 2014 roku w podziale na wyrdznione przez autorow typy konfliktow

“a w calasci w blokach

. : R - ICER: W
BLOKI TEMATYCZNE LP. RODEAJE KONFLIKTOW PREESTREZENNYCH w 2014 v, AR'II"!:FHUBI_BW IT:I?OS'EI temiatyeziych |
kategoriach konfliktiw
1. Konfhkt o inwestyeje 1 obiekty szpecgee preestrzen (brzvdota w misseie); 6 107
Konflikty R the F!‘tl'“'l“' 1 Konflikt o neodpowredniy dbalose, o jakosd precstrzeni; 4 072 662
preestrzeni publicznych . .
3 Kontlikty o przestraen reklamowa w micscie; 17 483
4 Konflikty na ile ochrony terencw zieleni (Inne konflikiy o parki § zielen; 12 115
Konflikty _ﬂ:“f‘ achirniy 5 Kanflikty o ochrong preyredy (roine); 7 1,15 555
iekeni
& Konfhkty o ochreng prevrody (dreewa); |2 115
1 Konflikty o kluby i halas w miescie; 18 1
B Kaonflikty o poranne hatasy 2 036
Konflikiy o hakas w miescie - 4.1
’ g Konflikty o halas 2 agregatu i (AT}
0, Konflikty o spokojie migjsce do mieszkania (Hatas samoloty); 3 054
Konflikty o jakoéé érodowiska | 11, Konflikt o lokalzacye nowych imwestycyl uznanyeh za uergzlive dla mieszkancow (ssetounie, spalamie); 10 L.T% 1,79
12 Banflikt o potrzebg 2achowania osi widokowveh (miasta), 1 Lig
13. Kaonflikty o machowanic budynkiw z FRL; 2 036
Koallikty o prasstrach 14. Kr.lnfl!kl\' a ub‘rm!,' v.url.u'su I?islur}t'm'rl.'h 1 deiedaictwo kulturows:; 5l '!.Ii .
symbalicena 13 Konflikty o pomniki w miescie; il 5,55
16. Konflikty o wartosé symbaoliczng preestrzeni; (w tym: Tecza) kT 537
17. Kaonflikty o zabudows historyczn (Domki fifiskie); [ %1
18, Walka o bisdows ohwodnicy wschodnig) | podudmiowsy Warszawy, 5 0,59
19, Kaonflikty o jakest i rozbudowe komunikacii w miescie; 45 &5
20, Konfhkty o rozbudowe [ linii Metra; 4 0,72
ko Km"i::m TM*EM ; 2l. Baonflikty o preestrzen do packowania; 14 150 1236
NEE u?lqi-r:r:\ir:m"tm 22, Konflikty o rozbudowe i budows tras linii tmmwajowych; T 1,28
’ : 13 Kaonflikty o hatas komunikacyjmy {ekrany); 7 1,25
4, Bonflkt o proeniesienic Palmy {rondo de Gaulle'a); 11 1.97
25, Konflikty o preestreen komunikacying (Rowery, Piesi, Kierowey), 32 512
2, Kaonflikty o Fagospodarowanic precsirrent w micscie; 0 1592
. Konfhikty o wysvp saleni handlowyeh 1 sch lokalizacye: 11 197
28 Konflikty o preeznaczenie planowane] i istnigjzce] zabudowy; 13 133
Inne konflikty 24, Kaonflikty o precsirzen dla pséw i ich wiascicieli; 4 0,72 e
ElR Kaonflikty o grodeenic praesirzent; 14 2,50
3l Bonflikty i the wlasiosel eruchomose (dekret Bieruta, reprywalyzacis Warszawska): T3 13,06
32 Konflikty o braki w planowaniu pracsirzenmym; 8 143
RAZEM S50 100,00 100,00

Zrédto: W. Siemiriski, Z. Bida-Wawryniuk ,Konflikty spoteczno-przestrzenne w Warszawie w latach 2013-2014"




Reasons for spacial conflicts in Warsaw — discourse
analysis of local newspaper in 2013-2014

% of all articles concerning urban conflicts in Warsaw

Type of conflict

Aestetics of public spaces 6,62
Protection of green areas 5,55
Noise in a city 4,29
Typical NIMBY: garbage dumps, 1,79
sewage treatment plants, e.c.t.

Symbols in urban space 21,47
Public transport 22,26

Spatial planning 37,92
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lgencja Gazeta

clama Warsaw Shore na Smyku: tysiace
srnautow protestuje przeciwko
iIerowi

Dom zjedzony przez reklamy. Ursynéw
walczy z gigantycznymi banerami

Martyna
Konieczek 10 czerwca 2018, 15:49
20 listopada 2013, 10:42

Fot. Sylwia Dgbrowa




Students house - Riviera




Warsaw: examples of bottom-up initiatives

Miasto w koncu zabronito wieszania
reklam na Patacu Kultury

Redakcja 31 lipca 2014, 11:00

Od wczoraj obowigzuje zakaz wieszania jakichkolwiek ptacht ... archiwum mm

2014: Zakaz sytuowania reklam na Patacu Kultury i Nauki,
fot. warszawa.naszemiasto.pl

BVY 80378 3 BX 80378

Ograniczenie moZliwosci oklejania autobusow do scian tylnych, fot. MZA



Positive examples - attempts to solve the
problem in legal terms

Krakow: regulation of the aesthetics of signboards
PIC-COLLAGE PIC-.COLLAGE

thanks to the introduction of the Cultural Park,
Photo: krakow.pl

Gdansk: examples of the operation of a local landscape resolution, photo:
gdansk.pl






Conflict over construction of Warsaw Eastern Orbital Motorway

Protests of residents 2018-2021
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fot. Gazeta Wyborcza
Wizualizacja przebiegu dwoch wariantow Wschodniej Obwodnicy w Wesotej, Zrodto: Gazeta Wyborcza

inwestycje

Wschodnia obwodnica Warszawy. Protest mieszkancow: "Stop
tyranii drogowej!”

Jarostaw Osowski 8 p



Conflict over symbolic space
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"The Gift of the Soviet Nations to the Polish Nation"

N

PRZYJAZN POLSKO-RADZIECKA
TO POKOJ,
NIEZAWISLEOSC,
SZCZESLIWE JUTRO
NASZEJ OJCZYZNY

Widok z Pragi na centrum Warszawy,
fot. Wikimedija Commons

Patac Kultury i Nauki
w materiatach propagandowych, rys. M.N.

05.04.1952: agreement between
the governments of the People's
Republic of Poland and the USSR
on the construction of the building
as a gift of the Soviet nations to
the Polish nation

02.05.1952 — 21.07.1955:
construction of the Palace of
Culture and Science



What future for the Palace of Culture and Science

Mariusz Btaszczak (MSWiA): ,The Palace of Culture and Science is a symbol of Soviet domination, and symbols are important
because they shape attitudes, especially of young people."

Radostaw Sikorski (MSZ): ,Poland lacked such a symbolic event, ending the era of communism, which was the demolition of the
wall separating West Berlin from the GDR. [...] Such a symbol would be the demolition of the Palace [..].”

Maciej Gdula (Left wing party): "... The haunted anti-communists wanted to destroy it. It survived because it has a universal
message about culture and science as a common achievement of humanity.”

Robert Gwiazdowski: ,The cost of demolition of the Palace = the cost of building the second line of the subway."

2017: Should the Palace be demolished?
(SW Research, n=800)

No Yes
| don’t have any

opinion




Can you give any examples of problematic
sculptures/buildings in your countries?



Symbolic names of streets and other spaces

In a city

Rondo -
Ro™ana Dmowskiego

Happening of changing the name of the Dmowski
roundabout, photo.: noizz.pl

Traditional place of manifestation of national
environments,

the place where the Independence Demonstration
began

The site of mass protests after the tightening of
abortion laws in 2020

Political conflict moved to the symbolic level
12.2021: adoption of a social petition calling for the
change of the name of the Dmowskiego roundabout
to the Women's Rights roundabout

01-03.2021: law prohibiting the change of street
names under the patronage of m.in "founding
fathers of Polish independence”



Monument to the
Brotherhood of Arms,
1945

,Glory to the heroes
Soviet Army
Comrades in armes,
who gave their lives
for freedom

and independence
of the Polish nation”

this monument was erected by
residents of Warsaw
1945




Rainbow on Zbawiciela Square




After the reconstruction of "Rainbow" in the spring of 2014, its
protection was strengthened. A patrol of the city guard was stationed
on Zbawiciela Square, which was often accompanied by a police car.
Rainbow was monitored, and a sprinkler system was also installed,
which was to make it difficult to set fire to the "Rainbow" again.
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Conflicts related to the location of public institutions -
Conflict over a hospital for drug addicted in Praga

Praga Poinoc

Praga przeciwko osrodkowi dla narkomanow. Burmistrz:
"Dlaczego me stworza go w Wilanowie?"

Wojciech Karpieszuk 13 marca 2021 | 06:26

SZPITAL TAK!
OSRODEK DLA
o NARKOMANOW NIE!

E A 2
©Agencja Gazeta .

©Agengja Gazeta e f’:";:»:;,_- ‘ - Protesty przeciwko Iakallzaq/ Centrum w Szpitalu Praskim,
Protesty przet:/wko lokalizacji Centrum w Szpitalu Prask/m fot. Gazeta Wyborcza
fot. Gazeta Wyborcza



Conflict over a hospital for
drug addicted in Praga

2016: the city council decides on the creation of a Center for
drug addicted and a shelter for homeless people "Re-Start" in
the Prague Hospital

2021: local authorities and residents protest

Gtowne wejscie do Szpitala Praskiego

Praskie ;':;
Centrum "’

Re-Start



Which actors were involved in a conflict?

* ' :

an example of the conflict "Not In My Backyard"
("People should be helped, but not in this place" -
sentence from a petition to the President of
Warsaw)

central authority (city hall) vs local authority
(district office)

residents and urban movements divided

The role of real estate companies?

Konferencja przed ratuszem w sprawie wsparcia dla powstania Centrum
fot. Gazeta Wyborcza






Conflicts over green spaces in the city

Protest przeciwko wycince drzew przy okazji przebudowy Wybrzeza Helskiego, ,Betonowa pustynia” na ulicy Swietokrzyskiej, po zakoriczeniu jej przebudowy,
fot. Radio Kolor fot. warszawa.pl



Attempts to solve or reduce conflicts

% . Zarzad Zieleni Warszawy
@ : @

Informujemy, Ze stan fitosanitarny 8 topoli rosngcych przy ul.
Mickiewicza na Zoliborzu jest zty oraz zagraza zyciu i mieniu
uzytkownikéw terenu. ® Zgodnie z decyzjg Mazowieckiego
Wojewo6dzkiego Konserwatora Zabytkéw — wydang na wniosek
jeszcze w tym tygodniu planujemy rozpoczg€ prace zwigzane z
wycinkg drzew.

& Do tej pory nie stwierdzono wystepowania na drzewach ptasich

gniazd. Nasi wykonawcy zostang szczegdlnie wyczuleni w tej kwestii —
w sytuacji znalezienia gniazda... Zobacz wiecej

134 komentarze 19 udostepnien Informacje prezentowane w terenie, fot. ZZW

Informacje udostepniane w internecie, fot. ZZW



.| know about the plans to cut the trees”
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Europejsk ek prost?

Warstwa ,Wiem o Wycince” w miejskim serwisie mapowym, fot. mapa.um.warszawa.pl
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